
ODU’s Political Science program teaches students about national and international politics,  
governmental structures, processes by which power and government exist, and the theoretical  
and philosophical principles that underlie these structures.

The 3+2 Program is designed to give students the opportunity to earn their bachelor’s degree  
and J.D. in approximately five full-time years of study. 

Political Science 3+2  
Law School Program

Program Highlights 
• Small class sizes allow ODU professors to instruct and  

mentor students on a personal level.
• Students spend three academic years in undergraduate-level 

study.
• During their senior year, students take their first-year law 

school courses that meet both their undergraduate elective 
and law school program requirements at the University of 
Dayton (when an overall undergrad GPA of 3.0 and an LSAT 
of one point higher than the UDSL median LSAT in the year 
of their conditional admission).

• UDSL offers a minimum $10,000 scholarship per academic 
year of law school.

• Waiver of all law school application fees.
• Students can select either 3+2 or 3+3 as late as the end of 

their third year of undergraduate study.

Career Opportunities 
Students pursuing a degree in Political Science and Law will  
be prepared for a variety of career options, including: 
• Federal, state and local government
• Public policy and private interest group
• Regional, transnational, and international organizations
• Public Defender
• Criminal Law
• Corporate Law

Learning Outcomes 
With the knowledge students gain from their Political Science  
studies, ODU graduates will be able to: 
• Learn to read and write critically about the subject of politics
• Research, organize and present coherent arguments
• Analyze and synthesize intellectual material
• Develop an appreciation of the life of the mind, requirement of 

the community, and human freedom as the source of personal 
and social effectiveness
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Year 1-Fall  Year 2-Fall  Year 3-Fall  Year 4-Fall  
POL 100 POL 290 POL 360 Civil Procedure Doctrine & Skills I
POL 230 POL 279B POL 231 Legal Profession I
ENG 110 Social/Behavioral Science POL 498 Real Property Doctrine and Skills
CORE 179 HST Art/Music/Theatre Torts Doctrine & Skills I
MTH 121 Foreign Language 110 (if needed) PHL Torts I Lab

Year 1-Spring   Year 2-Spring   Year 3-Spring   Year 4-Spring  
POL 101 POL 379B POL 365 Civil Procedure Doctrine and Skills II
POL 279C POL 366 or 368 POL 379A Contracts Doctrine & Skills I
ENG 111 THL – 200 Level POL 479 Criminal Law Doctrine & Skills
Natural Science Foreign Language 111 PHL – 200 Level Criminal Law Lab
THL Social/Behavioral Science LIT Legal Profession II
   Torts Doctrine and Skills II  

Year 1-Summer  Year 2-Summer   
Elective (if needed)  Elective (if Needed)  

Program Requirements  
Core Courses (27 credits): 
• POL 101 The Great Issues of Politics
• POL 230 Law, Society and Polity
• POL 231 Constitutional Law
• POL 279B CORE: Political Philosophy and Western Tradition
• POL 279C CORE: American Political Thought, Nature & The 

Common Good
• POL 290 Politics & Government: Issues & Process
• POL 360 Seminar: International Politics
• POL 365 The United States Presidency
• POL 366 The United States Congress and Policymaking
OR
• POL 368 Parties and Elections
• POL 379A CORE: War & Peace: International Law & Org
• POL 379B CORE: Catholic Social Teachings
• POL 479 CORE: Courage and Prudence in Modern Politics
• POL 498 Seminar: Political Theory and Ideology
• SCE 000 Senior Comprehensive Examination (0 credits)

91 total credits are required to be taken at Ohio  
Dominican University prior to transferring to the  
University of Dayton

Department Contact 
Ronald Carstens, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor & Politcal Science Department Head 
Sansbury Hall, Room 206
(614) 251-4663 
carstenr@ohiodominican.edu 
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Political Science 3+2 Law School Four-Year Sample Plan 

View course descriptions at ohiodominican.edu/PoliticalScience
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